Differential expression of CD2 on neoplastic mast cells in patients with systemic mast cell disease with and without an associated clonal haematological disorder.
Recently, aberrant coexpression of CD2 and CD25 has been reported to reliably distinguish neoplastic mast cells from normal or so-called reactive mast cells. Such expression is included in the consensus diagnostic criteria for systemic mast cell disease (SMCD). In our study of patients with SMCD, we found CD2 expression to be more prevalent on mast cells from patients without an associated haematological disorder (P = 0.04). Furthermore, no correlation was found between mast cell CD2 expression and other clinicopathological features in these patients.